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EAPOSITION ON PSALMS XXV. 14. 
The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; 
aid he will shew them his covenant. 

The secret of the Lord which is with those that fear 

him. is wortiy of our inquiry, especially as the mean- 
ing is controverted ; but more esvecially as it is a 
subject. of very great importance in itself. That 
there is a secret of the Lord is a truth declared in 
the Text. That this secret is with those that fear 
God, is likewise declared. That those who have this 
secret, will likewise be shown his Covenant, is also 
fully declared. 

Query 1. What is this seeret of the Lord? Ans. 

ii is the love of God while hidden from the world. 
It is called a secret, avd really is sucl), till the reve- 
lation of itismade. When the revelation ofit is made 
to a creature, the secret is with that creature. Thus 
while for ages and generations the purpose of God in 
the Gospel was hidden, this purpose or the blessings 
contained therein was a secret. ‘The revelation of 
this secret respects twothings; first, the revelation 
of the works of God, and that of the scriptures. Se- 
condly, the revelation of the spirit. If men would, 
without prejudice, consul: the books ot God’s_ works 
an] the scriptures, and draw just conclusions, they 
might come to a knowledge of this seeret in a great 
measure; because every thing in those books declare 
the loving kindness and the goodness of the Lord.— 
But itis the spirit which searcheth al) things, yea the 
deep or hidden things of God. Man by the spirit is 
taught that God is love, which although it was always 
true, was a secret till the spirit revealed it. lu the 
love of God as a secret, is comprehended parton, for- 
giveness, joy, peace, hope, Xe. with eternal life and 
ha piness. All this is asecrettoa map under the 
power of darkness, and therefore, when a man is 
brought out of darkness into marvellous light, it means 
ro more than that he is made acquainted with the se- 
eret of the Lord. 

Query 2. How does God, to such men, shew his 
covenant? The covenant means the unchangeable- 
ness of God's love, confirmed by his promises. Thus 
when the secret of God is revealed to a person ;— 
the constancy and perpetuity of divine love is seen 
by a view of the covenant, in which God has promis- 
ed that he never will leave him nor forsake him: that 
Le will guide him by his counsel and afterward re- 
ceive him toglory. The covenant, likewise, compre- 
lends the purpose and design of God, shewing to him, 
who has the secret with himself, that the salvation 
of man is according toa fixed, eternal purpose of 
God; not flowing from contingencies, or from the 
works, or merits, or conditions which man performs, 
but purelv and solely from God’s purpose and grace. 
Those, with whom is the secret of the Lord, and to 
Whom his covenant is shewa, are those that fear him. 
This secret and covenant are not consequential on 
man’s fear, but fear is consequential on them. There 
is thle same connection which always subsists between 
cause and effect. This fear is filial, holy, reveren- 
tial not slavish and servile. 

REMARKS. 
Our subject is an explanation or proof of the great 


ever experienced grace or tasted that the Lord was 
gracious, who did not ascribe all to the purpose, plea- 
sure or grace of God. And it is evident that the Al- 
mighty is not partial; because his works of creation, 
providence and redemption prove the contrary. If 
then the salvation ofany be an act ofmere and pure 
grace from God, and it be equally true that Ged is an 
impartial being, it will follow that the secret of the 
Lord comprehends the unlimited extent ofhis grace 
to others as well as the partial display of it to our- 
selves. 

In short, we have no hesitancy in declaring that 
tne spirit of God, in its enlightening and sanctifying 
influences, teaches the unlimited extent of grace, as 
the secret ofthe Lord. An infinite fulness and free- 
ness of divine mercy and love appears to be a truth 
to every really enlightened person at first or when . 
he is first enlightened. But by the influence of tra- 
dition and the forms and customs of churches, but 
especially of a hireling clergy, they are made tosub- 
scribe to creeds, which represent God as the ever- 
lasting enemy of a great part of his rational offspring. 
In fine we conclude that no truth is plainer than this, 
that grace in man Carries the evidence of its own uni- 
versal efficacy and that whatever it begins it will 
complete. Doctor Watts has au excellent sentence 
to this effect. 

** Grace will complete what grace begins, 

To save from sorrow and from sins, 

The work, that wisdom undertakes 

Eternal merey ne’er fursakes.” 

We remark, likewise, that the secret of the Lord 
may be with them that fear him, when ali that the 
secret contains is not made known. The salvation 
of the gospel throtgh Christ as a thing, which had 
been hidden, was with the apostles for a long time be- 
fore they were made to know that it was designed for 
the gentiles as well as the Jews. It is evident, like- 
wise, that the greatest knowledge we can have of the 
secret of the Lord tn this life, falls exceedingly short 
of the sum total, whicl. it contains; for eye hath not 
seen, nor ear beard, nur hatb it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive the things, which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. All the notions of 
growing in grace and kniowledge, and of making ad- 
vances in the diviue life, are a proof of the above re- 
mark ; for how could we grow in knowledge, if ever? 
thing was alrcady known? how could we grow in 
grace, if, at present, we were perfectly conformed to 
the willof our Creator? We tay taste and see that 
the Lord is gracious; we may have a glimpse of 
God’s love and goodness. of his mercy and comyas- 
sion for his creatures; but eternity can never fully 
unfold the iengths, the breadths, the heights and 
depths of redeeming love, for it passess all understand- 
ing.—Epiror. 








FROM THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
Or Hypocrisy Exposed. 
We have, for a long time, been fully persuad. 
ed that there was a shameful want of mora] 





doctrine of Universal grace or salvation. No man 





honesty existing among the orthodox leaders 
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in the city of New York, but have been induced 
to observe a cautious silence, under the convic- 
tion, that no secret plot, subversive of the pub- 
lic good, would be likely, for any great length 
of time, to remain in obscurity. Our anticipa- 
tions have been realized in the recent publica- 
tion of what is called a Constitution of the 
“AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY,” ftorm- 
ed in the city of New-York, together with the 
proceedings of those who assembled for its for- 
mation, and the appointment of its various offi- 
cers. 

Their professions are those of LIBERALITY, 
and their avowed object is the untoN of all de- 
nominations. But whatcourse have they adopt- 
ed to effect this? Wiy—first, they have declar- 
ed in the 6th article of the constitution, that 
“ To secure the interests of the various Genom- 
inations of Christians who may co-operate in 
this Society, its officers and directors shall be 
elected from all of those denominations, the 
Poblishing Committee shail contaiu no two mem- 
bers from the same denominations anduoo lract 
shall be published to which any member of that 
Committee shall object.” 

All this is very well, and savors highly of 
christian liberality. But let us inquire in the 
next place, who are its Officerss Lhey consist 
of a President, rweive Vice Presidents, Two 
Seerctaries, and a lreasurer. With the char- 


acter and sentiments of many of these men we 
are acquainted: and of the whole number, we 
are informed, all ave Calvinists with the excep- 


tion of two; viz. Rev. Mi. Heduing, of Boston, 
Ms. and Rev. Mr. Roberts, of the state of In- 
diana. We have seen Rev. Mr. Hedding, and 
learned from him that his appotutment was with- 
out his knowledge or consent. The two Meth- 
odist Bishops above mentioned, it seems have 
nothing te do with the Seciety, though their 
names as VicE PRESIDENTS may operote as a 
charm to get money from the members of their 
communion ; and this was doubtless the object 
of their insertion. 

The next important branch of this Society, 
isa hoard of Directors, consi-ting of thirty-six 
members. This board we believe, is of the 
Calvinistic faith toa man. ‘Tie duty of elect- 
ingthe PUBLISHING COMMITTEE, which 
isthe most important of all, devo'ves on this 
bourd. Can a single doubt exist in the minds 
of reflecting men, as to the characters which this 
board of Directors will select for a Publishing 
Committee ? Would they snffer the name of an 
Armenian, Unitarian, or Universalist to be 
placed upon that list? No man in his senses, 
can fora mémunt anticipate such an event.— 
Were there any uncertainty, as to this fact in 


the mind of any reflecting man, the names of 


the Coblishing Committee already chosen, would 
obviate every doubt. They are the following— 
Ris. vr. Milnors Rev. Dr. Spring; Rev. Dr. 
Knox; and Rev. Mr. Summers. Thins you 
see that he ouviy office, which can give a tone 
to the sr.atiments of the ‘'racts to be issued by 
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this Society, is filled with such men as will be 
sure to promote the Calvinistic and Hopkinsian 
interest, to the exclusion of all others. 

The object of this Society cannot be mistak- 
en: They profess to embrace all denominations 
and to allow them equal privileges in all its 
concerns; when at the same time they have ef- 
fectually excluded all denominations from iss 
privileges except the Calvinists and Hepkinio- 
nians. We said, all the privileges—There js 
one privilege still secured to the whole conmu- 
nity, by this Society ; namely, that of paying 
teir money for the spread of sentiments which 
they honestly believe to be a LIBEL upon the 
character of God! ‘The nationilinflaence which 
this Society probably anticipate, will be noticed 
hereafter. 





THE MONTPOR, 
uk as belter tran » cret lore.”--VPieve 
REV. MK. KIS, vs. ThOTH. 
(Continued from page 107.) 

Having briefly noticed his exordium, we will now 
consider his discourse. He atte:mpted to maintain 
the three following propositions: viz 1. that mankind 
dio dieinsin. 2. Thatthey will receive their pun- 
i-meot in afuture mode of being. 3. That their 
punishment will be endless. 

Desirous of being as explicit as pessible, we would 
ask in relation to Mr. Kies’ first proposition, what is 
mea tby as death im sin?” |i Mer. Kies wishes us to 
understand from lis remarks on this subject, that 
men du die sinacrs, we cordially assent to the pro; o- 
sition: For asx -noman liveth and sinncth not,” so 
no man can dic free from moral pollution. Athough 
Mr. Kk. may consider timself as anexception to the 
general cule, yet we think it evident hat most men 
live anddie in sin.) nd since we have had no posi- 
tive «vic.nce of his infallibility, Mr. K. will parden 
us if We vive it as our ypinion, trai all m on, in this 
sense oi the language of his first ; ropesition, will dic 
insip. ius provably our friend will not approbate 
this conclusion. He will contend. that to die in. sin, 
is oO depart tis life without being c anged or con- 
verted. Nov, in reply, it need only be said that he 
has not cffered avy pooofin support of this o; inion, 
but, he has taken for granted the very thing ia dis- 
pute; and apparently very much elated with his vie- 
tory “‘over his man of straw” he considered his argu- 
ments as conclusive. We are not disposed to at- 
tempta refutation of the gentlema’s conclusions, but 
will undertake to lay aw axe at the root ofhis premis- 
es. “Pueret sec, to come directly to the pvini, since 
Mr. K. app ar: to be somewhet unacquainted with 
the seri) tural ductripe of a death in sin, we wil! refer 
him iocertain portions of divine truth calculated to 
take away tic vail from before his face. See Kom. 
vil. 9. * For | was alive without the law once: but 
when the commandment came, sin revived and | 
died.” Now at is believed that Mr. K. will not ceny 
that the apostle diedinsin. But asour object is to 
throw as inuch light oa che subject as passible,the rea- 
der is requested to neice the foliowing. Enh. ii 
I—5. * And son hath he quickened, who rere pr sD 
in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walk 
ed according ty the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power ofthe air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience ; among 
whom also WE ALL had our coaversaiion in times 
past iz the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires ©: 
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the flesh and of the mind; and were hy naiure the error, we defer any further remarks till next 


children of wrath, even as others. But God. who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were DEADIN st\s, HHA TH quick- 
ened us together with Christ. This agrees with the 
declaration of the apostle, that the ** wages of sin is 
death,” and alse with the word of Jehovah to our pre- 
genitors in the garden; “in the day thon eatest there- 
of shou shalt surely die.” Now with this before his tace 
if Mr. KX. prefers to preach, that all those who ever 
have sinned or ever will, “shall not surely die” in 
the day of traasgression, he can exercise bis moral 
agency as suits him best; but we devouily hope he 
wil call thirgs by their right names! So when he 
pretends hercafter tu preach the Gospre we request 
him to avoid telling his hearers, that if they eat the 


fruit ofiniquity they may escape death through the | 


meas of repentance aad imputed righteousness! 
With the above remarks and quotations we request 
the candid reader to compare the 18th cuap. Exek. 
which was used hy Vir. K. to prove his first: proposi- 
tion. Fromm this it will be seen that a death in sin, 
is that death to spiritual Ife which mankind bring up- 
"on themselves in this mode of being, by guing out of 
tha’ path of wisdom which is the path of eace. 
Again. Mr. K. desirous probably to intimate the 
worthies who have done ihe same ten thousaud times 
and ave been as often refuted. quoted the deciara- 
tion of our Saviour to the Jews, Joho viii 21, 24.-— 
** T go my way, and ye shall seek me and shall die in 
your sins; whither L go ye cannot come.” Now 
when a man isobstinate and wilfully ignorant, there 
can be but little reason to hope for his recovery; but 
the candid readcr will see and believe, that ‘he death 
in sin here spoken of, 1s the same as that mentioned 
in the passeges befure quoted. But that all beside 
those who will nut see may be satisfied, we will give 
the explanation of Jesus Christ himself, which we 
hope Mr. K. will use bereafter as a substitute for the 
vagaries ofa wild and untutored imagination. See 
Jolin xiii. 33. ++ Lattle children, yeta little while 1 
am with you. Yeshallscek me: aad as [suid unto 
the Jews (kemeMBeER IT) whither IT go ye cannot 
comé; so now | say to you.” To whum was this 
language addre.sed? Answer. To the beloved dis- 
civles of the compassionate Redeemer? Mr. K. can 
make the most of his death insin; bat we modestly 
request him to read his bible more attentively before 
he undertakes again to call in question a doctrine 
winch has been testified by all God's holy prophets 
ever since the world began. We humbly request 
him to be cautious how he slanders she character of 
God an’ handles his word deceitfully, with a view to 
palm his dogmas opon the world, and we beg of him 
to remember that the time has gone by, when the 7pst 
divit of a methodist preacher isto be taken as proof. 
To the law and to the testimony we invite his and the 
reader’s attention :—Let seri; ture explain scripture; 
and we fondly hope that Mr. K’s. love of his creed, 
will not lead him to pass sentence of condemnation 
against the primitive disci; les of our Redeemer. mere- 
ly for the sake of proving the endless damnation of the 
Jews! We cordially tender the Rev. gentleman the 
information, that, although the words on which he 
places his chief dependence were spoken to the wick- 


ed Jews, even they shall be saved after the fulness of | 


the Gentiles shall be come in, with an everlasting 
salvation—that they shall return and come to Zion 


week. 
(To be continued. ) 


TO THE PURLIC, 

The following is ap extiact frum a discourse pro- 
neunced at “:iamsville. on ihe morning of last 
Sabbath. The reason whv it is now submitted to 
the inspection of the public. is this: The Rev. Mr. 
B:own, a Cal: inttic Baptist, who has for some time 
past labored in this place and vicinity, was present, 
having an appoini:nent at the same time and »lece 
with myself. By mutual agreement, we divided ‘ie 
time, and the discourse from whieh this is extraeed, 
_was then delivered. In the aftesnoaon, Mr. B. for 
reasons best known to himself, det ve:cd a discourse 
intended asareply tomy remarks, ard -ingled me 
cut as the object of attack. He cauiious!, avoided 
any notice of my arguements, bul uscerem uiously 
stated, (uwards the clause of ii. discou.se, that he 
viewed with unquaifed pity aad contoma, the en- 
deavors of the man who had spokes in tue morni: g, 
to misrepresent the doctrine ot Cadeiniam. He call- 
ed my statements wil'al or ignorant misrepresen'a- 
tions of the ductvine he maintained, and caniicced 
his hearers against belicving what i had said; pvo- 
nouncing, at tue same time, uy statementof ie Cal- 
vinisiic lath, a gross misrev resentation. desig: ed to 
bring such doctrine ino disrepute. After be had 
tiade the above statement, (which is subsiantially 
correct, though | do not pretend to give iis own 
words) I called on him to substantiate his charge, 
and offered him the MS. to assist him in pointing 
out any misrepresen‘ation of the Calvinistic doctrine. 
This he did pot attempt. After some further con- 
versation, I told him, that unless be Gomplied with 
my request in presence of those who had his ened to 
us boih, | should conclude that he could not name an 
instance in which I had misstated the views of Cal- 
vinists, and should thereafier take opportunities to 
rebut his allegations against me. 

In comphauce with that resolution, [ now submit 
the following extract in the sare imperfect style m 
which it was then delivered; and, in the spirit of 
moekness, I new again call on Mr. Brown to point 
out the defect which he then unceremoniously char- 
ged upon me, or to cunfess, that, for once. he has 
been in the fault. L. S. EVERETT. 

EXTPACT. 

‘* That the scriptures hold ont encouragements to 
a virtuous and religious hfe, is a fact, not open’y de- 
med by any denomination of professing christians. 
This general admission will help usin coming at the 
truth in relation to our subject. 

“ Now I contend that the same doctrine which 
lets vice go unpunished, holds out no encouragement 
toa virtuous life. Hewards and punishmenis are ne- 
cessarily considered ‘ogether, and are identified in 
the same doctrine. Hence the same doctrine which 
savs to the wicked, “ ye shall not surely die,” de- 
clares to the righteous, ** ye shall not surely Jive !” 

‘But without any regard to our precenceived 
upinions, let us for a moment enquire, whether the 
ductrine of endless misery, as it is generally taught, 
holds out any encouragement to virtue ? 

** The most popular method of teaching this doc- 
trine is that denominated Calvinistic. This denies, 
in the first place, that mankind deserve any reward 


' 





with songs and everlasting joy upon their hands— : for their good actions, and emphatically declares, 
that their iniquities shall be remembered no more, | that every human being deserves endless dammation. 
and that so all Israel shall be saved in the Lord! See ; Hence, I once heard a preacher of that faith declare, 
Isa. xlv. 17, Rom. ii. 25, 26, &e. | that he “committed sin enough, every hour of his 

This notice of the Rey. gentleman’s first proposi- life, tosink the world to heil!” He said this because 
tion must suffice forthe present. Wishing him and his doctrine taught him t'-at the justice of God :e- 


the reader a speedy deliverance from the bondage of quires sometbing more thia the creature's reforma- 
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tion, it as wires the world gene ally calla pious, 
goed mar, and WA a> dent rving ot the encourage- 
ment and countenance of mankind, as most men are. 


But he very honestly supposed, that wall men are lo- | cad: Welt ine tecetieeider-hie vitae with on ine 


tally depraved, and that, if tiod should —- 
yer hee of justice, all would be eternally damued ! 

Now on this plan I wish to inquire, if any fe- 
ward is promised to the righteous ? If justice — 
way to mercy, and the righteons are Sav ed at th 
why will they be saved? Ans. Not because they 
deserve salvation, but on account of the imputed 
righteousness of the Redeemer. And if we go to the 
creed under consideration, we shall read that the 
elect are to be saved by the “sovereign grace of 
God,” and that they are thus elected and saved 
‘ without the least foresight of faith, good works or 
any conditions of the creature ” ae 

“ But if we go a little farther, and ask the Calvin- 
ist whether mankind receive any reward for their sin 
or holiness in this life or not, atid he will tell youno: 
and will probably add, that sinners aie often mere 


happy than the nghteous ! 
* With this before us, I desire to know, wherein 


this system contains any encouragement to a godly 


life?” Will my opposer tell me that the idea of eter- 
nal election and reprobation will have any good effect 
upon the mind, when in the same doctrine he is told 
that sinners enjoy more happiness than the right- 
eous? I think not. For in the first place we are 
told that no contingencies can possibly effect the 
eternal decrees of God; and therefore the sinner at 
once concludes, that his eternal destiny is fixed and 
vnalierable : Hence secondly he is made to believe, 
that sin is pleasant to the taste, and a thing to be de- 
sired to make one wise, and he of course prefers the 
way of transgressors. 

“| may be accused of a want of candor, in charg- 
ing this conclusion upon our Calvinistic opposers ; 
but how can I do otherwise, when [I am expressly 
told by professors of that denomination, that there is 
nothing so odious in sin, as to render it hateful in 
itself 

« And without designing fo be uncharitable, I fee} 
ito be my duty to say, that the conduct of many 
professors of that class, mani‘estsan apparent dishke 
of genuine holiness. It does not possess attractions, 
in itself considered, which render it an object worthy 
of pursuit; and hence their zeal is graduated upon 
the scale feat! For in preportien to their fear of 
hell, is their godliness; and if they tell us the truth, 
were it not for such fear they would be abominably 
wicked! Therefore, since I conclude that the con- 
verted do not fear the just punishment of their sins, | 


' shall beg leave to think, and to say, that much of the 


piety about which so much is said, exists only in 
name.” 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 


A day or two since an old acquaintance call- 
ed on me, apparently for the purpose of read- 
ing a pamphlet he had with him, which gives 
an account of the life and execution of David 
D. How. = It appeared that the pamphlet was 
written by a clergyman, who attended said How 
for several weeks previous to his death, and 
who preached at his execution. 

It appeared that How had been a man of bu- 
siness, that he became involved in debt, and 
that he met no little perplexity and trouble, a 
considerable part of which he attributed to the 
conduct of one Charch, whom, out of revenge, 


he had killed. Before his death, How confes- 











sed and deplored his sins, and exhibited such 
signs of contrition, that the writer of the pam- 
phlet, and other clergymen, were fully convin- 


was fitted for heaven and eternal happiness. — 
Thus How became assured of his own safety, 
but stil! lamented the unfortunate case of 
Church, whom he had killed ; for Church, he 
believed, was a bad man, and, as such had 
been taken out of the world, by his hand, with- 
out having time to make preparation for repent- 
ance. Of course How, and the several clergy- 
men who visited him, particularly the one who 
wrote the pamphlet, appear to have been per- 
fectly ayreed that How, the murderer, would 
be saved, and eternally blessed in the other 
world, white Church, the murdered man, would 
be damned, and eternally tormented in the oth- 
er world. From such considerations the cler- 
gyman, who writes the pamphlet, undertakes 
in How’s name, to caution all people against 
embracing the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 
It is stated that Elow had tried, for seven or 
eight years, to hide his sins, and to silence his 
conscience, with this fatal doctrine ; but could 
not succeed, because he could not believe the 
doctrine to be true. Ergo, the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation is concluded to have been 
the cause of How’s crimes ; and unless people 
are guarded against it, they will be likely, after 
his example, to commit great wickedness, thro’ 
its pernicious influence, especially, if, like him, 
they do not believe in it! 

Fearing, therefore, that the circulation of this 
pamphlet may not Lave the happy effect, in op- 
position to the holy scriptures, of convincing all 
the world that the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion is not true, or, if true, that it is of most 
pernicious and fatal tendency to those, who, 
like How, do not believe it, 1 have thought it 
advisable to make the following remarks on the 
subject. 

1. Our Saviour said, Every tree is known 
by its fruits ; therefore the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation is a very pernicious doctrine ; for 
its fruits are murder, as we see in the case of 
Mr. How, who murdered a fellow-creature 
through the influence of this doctrine, even when 
he did not believe it. 

2. The doctrine of endless misery is a bles- 
sed doctrine, and has the most salutary tenden- 
cy 3 for, since Universalism causes those who 
do not believe it to kill, and since the doctrine 
of endless misery is its opposite, it follows that 
this will cause these who du not believe it to 
refrain from killing! (All general rules have 
particular exceptions. Therefore if John Cal- 
vin murdered Michael Servetus because he did 
not believe in endess misery, it must not be al- 
lowed to overthrow our general position. ) 

3. The doctrine of Universal Salvation is ot 
pernicious tendency, because it does not teach 
that one man may murder another, repent, and 
go toheaven, and there be eternally happy, 
when he deserved to be eternally damned and 
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tormented, and would have been, if, instead of 
murdering another, he had been murdered, and 
sv had been taken off without repentance.— 
Every body knows that it matters not how bad 
a man’s heart is, or low badly he conducts 
through life, if he repent before death. The 
grand point is to get the art of accomplishing 
an orthodox repentance before the last respira- 
tion is made ; for the moment one gets into the 
grave, where, as Solomen says, there is no de- 
vice, nor wisdom, nor knowledge, it is evident 
that repentance cannot be effected; or, if i 
can, that it will avail nothing. We know, by 
experience, that, in this world, the ways of folly 
and wickedness are ways of peace and happi- 
ness. Therefore a man would be a fool to re- 
pent, and turn from his sins, till the very last 
gasp; just for the sake of securing heaven, hap- 
piness and glory, hereafter. And if the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation be opposed to this 
holy truth, it surely ought to be anathema ma- 
ranatha. 

What a pernicious effect must it have upon 
the minds of individuals, and upon the peace 
and happiness of society, to preach to them that 
grace of God which teaches then (now) to deny 
ungodliness, and worldly lust, and to live so- 
berly, and righteously, and godly, in this pres- 
ent evil world, not for a reward hereafter, but 
for the peace, and joy, and glory of so doing, 
while engaged in so doing! Every body 
knows how hard it makes our present lot to love 
God and our neighbor, and to do to others as 
we would have them doin teturn. Therefore, 
unless we can be paid for it in another world, 
is it reasonable to suppose that we shall do it? 
Do we not all know, by rich experience, how 
infinitely less it makes our present happiness to 
love than it does to hate? Can we nut realize 
how exceedingly happy the unbeliever in Uni- 
versalism must have been, when he went to the 
house of his neighbor, in the dead of night, and, 


with his gun, shot him dead on the floor P—. 


What would we not give to experience that de- 
lightful ecstacy, which he must have felt, when 
he heard the last groan of the husband and fa- 
ther, and the shrieks of the affrighted, horror- 
struck wife and children, suddenly awakened 
from their slumbers to behold the work of mur- 
der! O what a pernicious dectrine is Univer- 
salism! It robs us of all the joys of life, be- 
cause it teaches us that in keeping, and not for 
keeping, the commandments of God, there is 
great reward. 

Let us cast from us this pernicious doctrine, 
and believe endless misery, or any thing else, 
that will permit us to take our fill of the pleas- 
ures of wickedness, that, like the wise Mr How 
we may goon ina murderous career, till the 
prison and chains prevent the gratification of 
our wishes. Then we will just send for the 
Minister, profess our faith in his orthodoxy, take 
his assurance of the safety of our souls hereaf- 
ter, mount the gibbet, and ascend to glory !— 
There we shall undoubtedly spend an eternity 





of joy, which will by no means suffer the least 
abatement by seeing the victims of our murder- 
ous rage shrieking amidst the billows of hell's 
ocean of flames, for no other reason than be- 
cause we deprived them of the opportunity to 
repent before they left this world ! 


J. BROOKS. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
UNIVERSALISM EXPOSED, 

Mr. Editor,—I lately received by the hand 
of a friend, a tract of eight pages, No 155, is- 
sued by the American Tract Society, entitled 
Universalism Exposed, aud bearing the motto, 
“ if the blind lead the blind, boih shall fall into 
the ditch.” ‘The writer bas not informed us 
whether the application of these words rests on 
his periormance, or on the devoted heads of 
Universalists. We will look at the body of the 
tract, and leave the reader to determine how 
nearly it agrees with us caption, 

‘The author commences by stating two cases 
of deathbed recantations of Uni *-salism, but 
to what, is quite a mystery. Of the subject 
first introduced, it is said—* he seemed as if 
about to expire in the full belief of his favorite 
doctrine. Bur—the near approach of the de- 
stroyer REVEALED TO HIM the ansubstantial 
character of bis foundation, and annihilated his 
hope.” Reader, be plea d to pause one mo- 
ment and view this picture. A special revela- 
tion is imparted to the dying man, and the or- 
gan of communication is an approach—vof the 
destroyer. Could I for a moment believe the 
purport of this tale, you shoald soon be inform. 
ed that the name of this destroyer, which * an- 
nihilated his hope,’ is Calvinism. The anni- 
hilation of hope is despair, and the frait of des- 
pait, murder aud suicide, _ Admitting the trath 
of the statement, how much is the gain of this 
manr and of how much value is a revelation, 
of which these are the dreadful effects ? 

We are told that “ he lived to acknowledge 
his unhappy mistake—but alas !” Alas, what! 
why a similar case is said to have occurred in 
the person of “ another individual of the samé 
creed.” Of him it is said, that he neither ex- 
pressed nor felt any anxiety, under the full per- 
suasion that his recovery was hopeless ; and that 
he declared, “ I have no fears of death, nor do 
I wish to live, beyond my appuinted the, If 
it is God’s will that I depart, | am prepared to 
go.” Here, reader, is an orthodox account of 
the state of mind iu which a Universalist was 
ready to meet death. A calm submission to 
Gou’s will is its distinguishing feature. But this 
state of mind was entirely uncongenial to the 
speculations of orthodoxy, and the dogmas of 
Calvin. Calvinism, like the vultures of ancient 
times, is always seeking the field of slaughter, 
and riots on the spoils of peace, and utter loss 
of hope. It was therefore necessary to repre- 
sent a very opposite catastrophe. The anony- 
mous author, therefore, in catering for the vitia- 
ted appetiie of the American Tract Society, 
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thus speaks i—* We pe severed ja commend- 
ing his precious soul to the mercy of that God, 
who has promised to hearth prayer of faith.” | 
And what think you was the result? “ A few) 
hours after this scene, he was suddenly, aud in | 
a manner unaccountable to himself, impressed | 
with the reality of a bell, and his fearful expo-! 
sure to descend into it. His conviction of his 
sinfulness before God, and his apprehension: of 
immediate destruction, became, in an ivstant, 
overwhelming, and indescribably dreadful.” — 
To conciude this tale, “ his language now is, | 
that through divine mercy, and the renovating 


hewn out to theniselves cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water.” It would prove, that 
under strong excitement, people may, and often 
do stray from the gospel of peace and joy, and 
embrace the joyless dogmas of John Calvin. 
A brief retrospect will do us no harm in this 
place. Who were these people? Where did 
these occurrences transpire? Who is the wri- 
ter? and whatis the object? The last of these 
questions is the only one which can be answer- 
ed. and the answer may as: well come from me 
as another. Religion (so called) has its fash- 
ions, and its modes of eperation, as certaimy as 





_fatal dream.” 


power of the Holy Ghost, he has escaped eter-| politics. It was fashionable to deery the duc- 
nal damnation.” Is this religion ? trine of universal grace as licentions. ‘The re- 
« Lean not on this, ‘twill pierce thee to the heart; | peated calls to Universalists fur facts in these 
A broken reed at best, but oft a spear, | Cases have made the orthodox more wary, and 
On whose sharp poiut hope bleeds, and peace ex- | instead of the barefaced slanders which have 
pires.” disgraced their publications, they now play off 
It may be supposed by those who have not. the Jesuitical system, by varnishing the barbed 
seen this specimen of falsehood and absurdity, | hook of orthodoxy with the gilded bait of appa- 
that some criterion is introduced to testify the rent candor. 
difference in fife and conversation, evincive of | Butto what are we to impute this great 
“ better fate and better faith,” in the latter than | change from a heterodox to an orthodox faith ? 
in the former case. Not a word of this appears The tract states itto be “throvgh the divine 
in the tract. Nor is any intimation given that mercy, and the renovating power of the Holy 
the least possible change was effected, unless Ghost.” What then 1s the conclusion to which 
from the belief of the written testimony, to that | this leads? Inevitably this. That men may 
of a special revelation—from the consoling, re- | live the life of angels, for purity, but that a be- 
conciling truth of God’s universal beneficence, lief in the extent of divine goodness beyond the 
to the “ indescribably dreadful” tenets of John circumscribed limits of orthodoxy, infallibly 
Calvin. The testimony of the tract is in the leads to the gulf of remediless despair ; and, as 
following words: “ The individoals above if the absurdity were not otherwise sufficiently 
mentioned were possessed of discriminating palpable, this is circulated by those, who main- 
minds, had both enjoyed the advantages of a tain the Calvinistic doctrine of election and re- 
good education, and were considered by their | probation, viz. 
acquaintances as being moral and uncommonly | “ That God, by an absolute decree, hath 
amiable. They are well known to have been elected to salvation, a very small number of 
decidedly attached to the doctrine of Universal men, without any regard to their faith or obedi- 
Salvation. Neither of them betrayed, at the ence whatsoever; end secluded from saving 
dying hour, [apparently] any doubt or misgiv- grace, all the rest of mankind, and appointed 
ings, on the ground of his not being an honest, | them by the same decree, to eternal damnation, 
thoroughgoing Universalist; but they both without any regard to their infidelity or impeni- 
found Universalism itself to be a delusive and tency.” 3 
| On page 6, areference is made to a general 
After reading this testimony, we naturally in- | judgment on account of works, whicli most 
quire in what the great change consisted. They wonderfully elucidates the beauties of the ortho- 
are represented as men of discriminating dox system. The causes which lead to irreme- 
minds, strongly attached to the doctrine ; moral. diable ruin are now fairly stated, and consist of 
and uncommonly amiable! / But dieadfal to three points. 
tell, they were Universalists, and nothing short) 1. They are damned by an irreversible de- 
of a special revelation could satisfy one, and cree of God, without reference to faith or works. 
the other required a miracle as great, though to See article. | 
himself “ unaccountable,” and therefore lost te. 2. They are damned for not believing this 
the world. Were men of discriminating minds doctrine. See Tract. 
taught in this miraculous and unaccountable 8. They are damned on account of evil 
manner, that, for which they had been seeking, works—and they are damned in good works, 
and that, the effects of which had been evinced and while uncommonly amiable and moral. 
in their lives ? and if so, in what did it consist ? Thus we see clearly, that from this trinity of 
Does it appear that their understandings were causes, each being valid, no creature of God’s 
enlightened ? No. Were their lives chanzed ?! creation has a ray of hope. If the decree of 
We are informed of no such matter. What | God spare from ‘ruin, want of faith or of good 
then? Just this.—If the story were true, it works will find and drag him to an endless hell. 
would prove, that men have been persuaded to If he chance to be an U niversalists, and there- 
luave “the fountain of living waters, and have , fore possessor of a faith “ well enough to live 
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by,” he has no rational hope, for to bave this, 
he must believe right. Here agaia, he is ina 


worse dilemma ; he must have the faith which | 


is not “ well enough to live by,” and he is sure 
of damnation for his evil deeds. He is requir- 
ed to have that faith which cannot work by love 
and will net consequently purify the heart, and 
his case is therefure hopeless. Which way so- 
ever he may turn, all is damnation, ruin, and 
black despair. This is what is called religion. 
It is preached from the pulpit—it is promulga- 
ted from the press in tens of thousands of tracts, 
for the instruction of children. 

I wish to pot one plain question ; if one of 
these men * were suddenly, and in a manner 
unaccountable to himself, impressed with the 
reality of ahell,” is it not enaccountably strange, 
thet what we term a written revelation, contains 
not a word about HELL, in another state of ex- 
istence? If this dread{nl impression be neces: 
sary to build us up in the “ most holy” faith of 
Calvin, from this impression and this faith, 
“ Good Lord deliver us.” 

T+ show in a stil) stronger light the outrage 
on reason and scripture committed by the writer 
of this tract, I will quote another of the Calvin- 
istic articies.— 

“ That by Adam’s fall, his posterity lost their 
free-will, being put to an unavoidable necessity, 
todo ot not do, whatsoever they do or not do, 
whither it be good or evil; being thereunto pre- 
deéstinated by the ete.nal and effectual secret 
decree of God ” 

Let those whose hearts are not indurated past 
feeling. by the * horrible” doctrines of Calvin, 
ask themselves in vhich it exceeds—its impious 
and blaspheaious absurdities, or its unparalleled 
cruelty. Is there a monster on earth whose 
character will not shine with comparative puri- 
ty, in contrast with that of Calvin’s imaginary 
God? And yet,such stuff as this is circulated 
through the country—left at taverns—driven 
and coaxed into the minds of children; and in 
New-York used as reading books in commen 
schools. ° 

I will mention one more absurdity, and but 
one. In the closing paragraph is the following ; 
“Ts it becoming a wise and prudent man, to 
entrust his eternal welfare to this common re- 
sort of the licentious and the profane?” Read- 
er! Are you gified with discretion enough to 
keep ovt of a burning furnace? If you are, con 
trast this with the declaration that the doctrine 
will do well enough to live by, aad that in the 
two cases quoted, the subjects were moral and 
UNCOMMONLY AMIABLE !! Such contradictions 
are too palpable to deceive; they need only to 
be mentioned. 

But it is time to attend to the motto. Whe 
are the blind, that have already fallen into the 
ditch of Calvinistic absurdities ? If the writer 
and vender of such cross incoherences be not 
blind, to wom will the epithet apply? That 
the tract is self-destructive by its palpable con- 
tradictions, is as evident, as that its whole pur- 


port is in Opposition te doctrines tauglit 
by John Calvin, whose disciples dissem- 
inate and inculcate such trash by every possi- 
ble mean. That the object, which requires so 
much sacrifice of consistency, and of principle, 
is one which will shrink from the daylight of 
investigation, is as obvious, as that desperate 
diseases require desperate remedies. When 
truth is the object of pursuit, nothing but fair 
and honorable means are necessary. When a 
| system of falsehood and terror is to be propaga- 
ted, the means must be adapted to the end. 
No wonder, then, that men, who determine at 
all hazards to build up the cause of darkness, 
should use every weapon, and square every ac- 
tion by the sentiment, that ** the means are sanc- 
tified by the end.” Such is the drift of this 
tract, and others still in circalation, some of 
which are proved add acknowledged by the 
wriiers to be a tissue of falsehoods. When 
such is the principie advocated by men profess- 
ing to be the messengers of God to a_ perishing 
world, we may well say with emphasis, O tem- 
pora! Omores ! 





MENTOR. 


NAVY CHAPLAIN. 


Extract from “ Travels through part of the United 
States and Canada in 1818 and 1819. By John 
M. Duncan, A. B.” 


“6 New- York, Jan. 4, 1819. Among the inmates 
of our boarding-house, while I resided here in sum- 
mer. was a surgeon of the United States’ navy; a 
young man of mild and agreeable mauners, correct 
devortment. and considerable information. In 1815 
,and 1816, Dr. served in the Mediterrancan.— 
In the small squadron to which he was attached, there 
was a chaplain whose history presents a sad picture ef 
the neglected state of the poor sailors. This person 
commenced his career asan actor, but bad been o- 
bliged to abandon the stage in consequence ofhis ex- 
cessive dissipation. He next tried the army, but a 
very few months sufficed to make it disown him.— 
Last of all he became accidentally acquianted with 
the commodore of the American sqnadron, a short 
time before it sailed from Boston, and his conversa- 
tional and convivial talents having pleased the com- 
mander, he procured his appointment as chaplain, as 
there seemed to be no other office for which he wus 
atall qualified. The ship’s crew were probably pret- 
ty well pleased with their chaplain; he had tolerable 
literary talents, could spout a pathetic passage with 
much effect, was not scrupulously bigoted to any 
creed, nor very unbending on the score of moral res- 
traint :—moreover he could sing a jovial song, played 
a goud liand at whist, and never carried his love of 
retirement farther, if the officers knocked at his cabin 
door when it was not agreeable to turn out, than to 
sweara round oath and tell them that he was busy with 
his next Sunday’s sermon ! 


While the squadron was in port at a small island, a 
British one arrived and lay for some time beside it.— 
The British squadron had no chaplain at all, and on 
Sabhath when the weather was good, and church rig- 
ged out in the American ship, some of the officers 
used to go on board and hear this worthy preach.— 
It happened. while the fleets continued together, that 
an English lady on the island became dangerously ill, 
and expressed an ardent desire to have the sacra- 
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ment administered to her, according to the ritual of 
her naticnal church. Her busband being unable to 
find a chaplain in the British fleet, came on board the 
American, and urgently entreated the reverend di- 
vine to go on shore and perform this «ffice to the dy- 
ing lady. Hardened as be was, however, he a! first 
shrunk from it, and excused himself by saying that 
he had never studied for the ministry, aor recet- 
ved ordination, and that though he preached to the 
ahip’s company, he had never exercised apy other 
of che functions ofa clergyman. The lady became 
gradually weaker, and in a few days her husband 
came again on board, and urged bim so earnestly to 
comply with her request, that he at last consented— 
went on shore, administered the sacrament in the pre- 
seribed form to the poor expiring woman, and reter- 
ned in the evening, satdown in the ward room with 
the officers, and got drunk before going to bed!” 
Our modern priests, and periodical works, have 
lately had a good deal to say on the subject of supply- 
ing our Navy with pious chaplains! To expect any 
one possessed with a particle of genuine christianity, 
will go on boarda ship of war destined todestroy and 
kill men, as chaplain, is out of the question. Hypo- 
crites enough are to be found, who will do this for the 
sake of gain, and to see foreign countries; but eve- 
ry true christian must shrink from asitnation in which 
he will have to sanction, ifnot encourage, theslangh- 
ter and destruction of his fellow beings. It is, more- 
ever, none but hypocrites, or mev dead to every 
sense of true christianity, that talk and write about 
supplying the Navy with gious chap/ais. The ob- 
ject of the clergy appears to be to get young men 
(trained up in Theological Seminaries) on board of 
our vessels of war, in order that they may rule over 
the minds of men on the water as well as on land. J— 


Philadelphia Reformer. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
WARNING TO METHODISTS. 

What would be said of us if we should publish the 
paragraph, which follows, as a warning against meet- 
ing on the first day of the week for social worship ? 
Aud would it not be still more contemptibly mean to 
head it, Warning to Methodists? Certainly we 
should be considered worse than heathens, to infer 
from the circumstances detailed below, that the vin- 
dictive wrath of Deity was displayed in this instance. 
Let then those, who so frequently and impudently 
judge that certain mishaps, to which all are liable, 
on all days, are the dis;lays of divine vengeance fo: 
“ breach of Sabbath,” weigh well the propriety of 
their conclusions, before they scatter fire brands in 
society,and call it sport. Ministers of the gospel 
have dropped dead while in the act of devotion, and 
the casualties incident to this state of existence come 
*‘ upon the just and the unjust.” May our brethren 
learn wisdom, and no longer use those circumstan 
ces as arguments for a particular purpose, which are 
more likely to injure than to benefit—and which can 
equally as well apply to prove as to disprove, any 
thing and every thing. AMOS. 

Mercer, Penn. Jan. 21. 

On Sunday, the 20th inst. while a congregation of 
Methodists were performing their quarterly devotion, 
a singular ci:cumstance took place at the house of 
worship. About 400 of them were assembled in the 
court house at Franklin, when a sudden eruption 
took place in the earth oa which the house stands. 
which sunk it about four inches, and split the walls 
from top to bottom. 

——— Agar said, ‘‘ Give me neither poverty nor rich- 
es ;” and this will ever be the prayer of the wise.— 








Our incomes should be like our shoes; if too smaji 
they gall and pinch us, but iftoo large, they will cause 
us to stumble and to trip. But wealth, after all is a 
relative thing, since he that has little, and wants less. 
is richer than he who has much but wants more.— 
True contentment depends not upon what we have: 
A tub was large enough for Diogenes, but a world 
was too little for Alexander. 
Lacon, 





EpucaTion is a companion which no misfortune 
can depress—no cline destroy—no enemy alienate 
—no despotism enslave. At home a friend—abroad 
an introduction—in solitude a solace—in society ap 
ornament, It chastens vice—it guides virtue— it 
gives at once, grace and government to genius.— 
Without it, what is man? Asplendid slave! A rea- 
soning savage! vascillating between the dignity of 
an intelligence derived from God, and the degrada- 
tion of passions participated with brutes. 

Phillips. 





Niw Church.—A House of Worship for the First 
Universalist Society in this town, is about to be erec- 
ted, on the east side of Federal-street. The build- 
ing is to be sixty feet inlength, by fifty in breadth, 
to contain 64 pews on the fluor, and a gallery for the 
choir across the South front. It is to be a plain 
wooden edifice, with ten Gothic windows, each about 
eighteen feet in height : and will probably be com- 
pleted by the middle of July next. 

Nantucicet Ing. 





The funeral of the late king of France is said to 
have cost the nation about ¢100,000. The sum 
would -pay the salary of the president of the United 
States sixteen years. 

———e a 


POETRY. 


! will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 




















HYMN. 


High o’er the heav’n of heav’us, I saw (and trembled,) 
O God of gods! thy robes of sacred splendor ; 
Thunders cherubic shouting, Holy ! holy ! 

Lord God Almighty ! 


Drop down, ye heav’ns! and pour a flood of glory ; 

Ye shades of death, the dawn ofli‘e approaches ; 

Mortals shall learn the music of thy thunders, 
Infinite goodness ! 


Rise from the dust, arrayed in godlike beauty, 
O Solyma! immortal joys await thee ; 
See thy whole race, from heav’n, earth, floods, as 
sembling, 
Crown’d with Salvation. 


Nations unborn shall throng thy flaming portals : 

And midnight silence hear the lofty chorus, 

Hailing the Morn, that lifts her smiling eyelids, 
No more to slumber. 


Shout ye loud winds! the universal triumph ; 

Sing to the world, * Thy God! thy God ! descendeth, 

Rears his high hand, and swears, I live for ever, 
Live, thy Redeemer.” 
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